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BASIL DAVIDSO

Basil Davidson says ‘So | have taken three important

areas of Africa — those of the old (-:mlgu l{iﬂgd()l'ﬂb. of

the city-states of the East Coast, and of some of the

strong societies of the Guinea Coast — and examined
these against a gcncr;l] l‘mckgl’nund of their time and

circumstance. ...Inevitably this means a fresh look at

the oversea slave trade, the steady year-by-year export

of African labour to the Wesr Indies and the Americas

that marked the greatest and most fateful migration —

forced migration — in the history of man.’

‘The best gt'ncr;ll account of the Adantic slave trade.” —

(:hl‘ismphur Fyte

‘Read this book, then read it again. [Davidson’s] is the

story of one of the most enormous crimes in all human
history.” — New York Times

‘...the most effective popularizer of African history and

archeology outside Africa.” - Roland Oliver in the New
York Review of Books.

‘In Britain, Davidson is the often-overlooked fourth

man in the group that includes his contemporaries and
fellow historians, (.:hrihl()plurl' Hill, Eric Hobsbawm
and E.P. Thompson (a close friend of Davidson’s for
many years). These mens committed, left-wing

approach to writing history opened up the stuffy,

chauvinist world of British professional historians and

reached a popular audience far beyond academia. But

whereas the others wrote about the British or European
past, Davidson studied Africa and put his }m]itic;ll
energies into the struggle for Third World liberation.” -
Michael Bygrave in The Guardian

Cover shows how the women and bovs were p;ukcd in the slave
ship Brookes. Photograph of Basil Davidson by Erno Wientjens.
James Currey
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