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“

General History of Africa

The History sheds light both on the historical
unity of Africa and also on its relations with
the other continents, particularly the
Americas and the Caribbean. For a long time,
all kinds of myths and prejudices have
concealed the true history of Africa from the
world at large.

Reviews.of complete edition

‘The UNESCO first fruits should be acclaimed as
a real contribution to scholarship.”
Roland Oliver, Times Literary Supplement

‘One of the most ambitious academic projects to
be undertaken in this century.’
West Africa

VI Africa Since 1935

By taking stock of our knowledge of Africa,
putting forward a variety of viewpoints on
African cultures and offering a new reading
of history, the History has the signal
advantage of showing the light and shade
and openly portraying the differences of
opinion that may exist between scholars.

‘These volumes are sumptuously produced but
remarkably cheap. . .They must represent some
of the best value for money any book buyer will
find. . ./

Basil Davidson, Third World Quarterly

“

A postface and chronology of African
current affairs in the 1990s has been
added to the first paperback edition of the
UNESCO General History of Africa. As
liberation from colonial rule progresses,
the political, economic and cultural
dimensions of the continent are analysed.

t For Africa, 1935 marked the beginning of

lr the Second World War, with Mussolini’s
invasion of Ethiopia. International conflict
dominates the first section of this volume,
which describes the crises in the Horn and
North Africa, and other regions under the
domination of the European powers.

The next three sections cover the ensuing
Africa-wide struggles for political
sovereignty, from 1945 to independence;
underdevelopment and the fight for
economic independence; and socio-

political change since independence,
looking at nation-building and changing
political structures and values. Section
five deals with socio-cultural change since
1935, from religion to literature, language
to philosophy, science and education.

The last two sections address the
development of pan-Africanism and the
role of independent Africa in world
affairs. Acknowledging the original irony
that it was the imposition of European
imperialism that awakened African
consciousness, the volume points up the
vital and growing interrelation of Africa
and the rest of the globe.
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